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WP 17

EUNITE - new trends in citizens’ participation within the EU

Workshop / event / conference

In-situ

Kortrijk (Belgium); Brussels (Belgium; Faro (Portugal)

01.10.2024. Kortrijk, Belgium
02.10.2024. Brussels, Belgium
09.10. 2024. Faro, Portugal

eu ropean-conference[

https://cesie.org/en/events/eunite-workshop-final-conference-

bruxelles/

Male: 31; Female: 61; NB: 1

Male: 24; Female: 14



https://outofthebox-international.org/news/join-us-for-the-european-conference/
https://outofthebox-international.org/news/join-us-for-the-european-conference/
https://cesie.org/en/events/eunite-workshop-final-conference-bruxelles/
https://cesie.org/en/events/eunite-workshop-final-conference-bruxelles/

From country 3 [name]:

Total number of participants: | 131 From total number of countries: | 131

Description

Provide a short description of the event, the agenda/summary of activities, working web links and its activities.

The first part of the event was organised on 01.10.2024. in Hogeschool VIVES, Doorniksesteenweg
145 | 8500 KORTRIJK Kortrijk (Belgium). The event gathered 61 participants, mostly international
students, professors and some freelancers. The event started with the welcome note from OTB and
CESIE with input and presentation of the EUNITE project and the overall agenda of the day. After this
the keynote speech by the Keynote Speaker, the European Parliament representative, followed on
the topic “"How can we bring the EU closer to citizens of different ages?”. The presentation started
by explaining how European Institutions work and the overall scope of their work following with the
presentation of what EU Parliament does to foster and upscale the citizens participation. Showcasing
the principles and the process was explained alongside with the Europa Experiences, “Experience
the Parliament in 360°”, “Be an MEP Virtual Reality Experience” and “Virtual Role Play Game”. This
session was closed with Q&A.

After the keynote speech CESIE presented Sharing Experiences of EUNITE: Good practice project and
Citizens Xelerator as a tool to enable disadvantaged adults and adults with unmet literacy needs to
enhance their literacy, promote democratic and civic engagement, and active participation in their
local communities.

The students have (beforehand) applied (and divided) to participate in the 2 workshops which were
simultaneously run:

Workshop 1: Participation, a space for innovations?
Workshop 2: Democratic tools for inclusion of disadvantaged groups.

The first workshop was facilitated by the EU Parliament representative, Tamara Gojkovic. The session
was open with short discussion about digital tools that foster civic participation and was followed
by “Virtual Role Play Game”. The students were walked through the whole process of the game and
played themselves.

The second workshop was led by Out of The Box International representative, Marija Bumbak. The
session was opened with an icebreaker activity regarding “labels” people get throughout the life and
how to deal with this. The facilitator gave an introduction on the topic of disadvantaged groups,
meaning, data, global, EU and Belgium state of art alongside the EU digital tools to foster inclusion
(Disability card, Solidarity corps, Future of Europe Conference etc.) After that the participants were
divided into small groups (3/4/5) and chose one of the “disadvantaged groups”  (Elderly, Ethnic
minorities, LGBTQ+, Migrants and refugees, Person with disabilities, Rural population, Low income
individuals). The Groups were first working on mapping the main challenges and needs of the groups
and after brainstorming how they would resolve this. Each group presented and the session was
closed by debriefing, Q&A and closing note from the facilitator.

After the workshops everybody gathered back together and the facilitators presented what was
done, in each group, opened up the floor for discussion, gave feedback and closed up the event.

Agenda
11:00 - 11:10
Welcome notes & warm up

11:10 - 11:40



Keynote Speaker , European Parliament

“How can we bring the EU closer to citizens from different ages?”
11:45 - 12:10

Sharing Experiences of EUNITE: Good practice project and Citizens Xelerator as a tool to promote
the civic engagement

12.10 - 13:00

Networking Lunch

13.00 — 14:00 Thematic Workshops

Workshop 1: Participation, a space for innovations?

Workshop 2: Democratic tools for inclusion of disadvantaged groups.
14:00 - 14:30

Presentations and interactive discussion

14:30 - 14:40

Feedback and Closing

The second part of the event was organised on 02.10.2024. in Mundo B, Rue d'Edimbourg 26, 1050,
Bruxelles (Belgium). The event gathered 32 participants mainly CSO, NGO, EU representatives,
freelancers, youth workers and trainers and migrants and refugees. The event started with the
welcome note from OTB and CESIE with an overview of the agenda of the event, presentation of the
EUNITE project and project results. Each partner has presented what they have achieved and done
during the project and have had one of their participants share exchange views/opinions about their
practical experience with the diverse events of the project. After partners presentations, Ms.
Gabriella Civico from Centre for European Volunteering spoke about “Volunteering as a tool to
EUNITE citizens”. She shared the overall scope of work, tools and good practices etc. Afterwards,, Mr
. Borut Cink from the European Commission spoke on the topic “How Bauhaus EUNITEs Europeans?”.
He also showcased the overall scope of work, tools and good practices etc. After the presentations
an open floor discussion session followed with questions from the audience and the facilitator. The
facilitator then did a follow up to round up the event and closed this part of the event and the
networking session closed the event itself.

Agenda

17:00 - 17:10

Welcome notes & warm up

17:10 - 17:35

Project outcomes and citizens’ testimonials

17:35 - 18:30

Policy debate:

“EUNITE - new trends in active participation in the EU”
-Mr . Borut Cink, European Commission;

How Bauhaus EUNITEs Europeans?

-Ms. Gabriella Civico, Centre for European Volunteering;

Volunteering as a tool to EUNITE citizens



***Debate with delegates
18.30 - 18:40
Final remarks and closing
18:40 — 20:00

Networking cocktail

In order to reach the target number of the event and have an European reach a third part of the
event was organised on October 9th, 2024 in Ginasio Clube de Faro, R. lvens 12 29, 8000-364 Faro,
Portugal. This event was implemented to spread the EUNITE project on cross-sectoral stakeholders
across Europe. The event gathered 38 participants. Representatives of UNICEF Office, European
Parliament; Freelancers, Consultants, Trainers, Municipality, NGO, CSO, Higher education
representatives and business stakeholders from: Belgium; Netherlands; Serbia; Malta; Montenegro;
Germany, Bulgaria, Sweden, Slovenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Cyprus, North
Macedonia, Croatia, Portugal, Poland and Italy.

The event started with the introduction and overall agenda and aim of the event. After a detailed
overview of the EU EP elections was presented, looking into turnover data and results. After that the
EU tools and digital tools for inclusion were presented, followed by a detailed presentation of the
EUNITE project, its activities and its results. The facilitator then opened the brainstorming session
to gather recommendations from the stakeholders present which were after presented and
discussed. The event was closed with a wrap up notes.

Agenda

13:30

Introduction and welcome note
13:40

EU EP elections

Takeaways from the EP elections presentation
14:00

EU tools for inclusion

14:20

EUNITE project presentation
14:40

EUNITE project results

14:55

World cafe and brainstorming
15:15

Presentation and feedback
15:30

Debriefing and closing
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