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European Project

EVENT DESCRIPTION
WP11
Event 1: CITIZEN OPEN LAB - ACTIVISM &
PARTICIPATION
EVENT 2: CITIZENS THEATRE LAB! ACTIVISM AND

PARTICIPATION

Event 1: 2-days workshop
Event 2: 1 day workshop

Event 1 online

Event 2 in situ

Event 1 Zoom Platform.

Event 2: University of Palermo, via Divisi 81, Palermo.

Online Event: 15" and 16™ February 2024 3-6 pm
Event at the University of Palermo: 26™ March 2024

https://cesie.org/en/events/eunite-citizen-open-lab/

https://cesie.org/events/eunite-workshop-citizens-theater-lab/



https://cesie.org/en/events/eunite-citizen-open-lab/
https://cesie.org/events/eunite-workshop-citizens-theater-lab/

Female: 125
Male: 83
Non-binary: 3
From country 1 [Italy]: 141
From country 2 [France]: 36
From country 3 [Greece]: 6
From country 4 [Croatia]: 22
From country 5 [Belgium] 6

Total number of o1l From total number of
participants: countries:

Description
Provide a short description of the event and its activities.

EVENT 1: The Next EU elections in 2024 will be an important juncture to evaluate the active
participation of European citizens, especially due to the recent wave of populist movements
calling for greater national autonomy, often basing their communication on disinformation
tools. Indeed, although the majority of citizens of the Member States are in favor of the EU,
the current political context has led to growing extremism with examples of political
polarization and manifestations of anti-European sentiment.

Aim of the event was enhance the participants interest in EU citizenship and democracy,
preparing them to the next elections 2024. The topic covered were about the relation among
citizenship and EU institutions, the role of the election and tools of participatory democracy,
the relation between EU institution and local communities. The aim is to bring citizens closer
to EU institutions, and to prepare them to the next elections.

Therefore, the event wanted to make awareness participants about the importance of the right
to vote, and the rights concerning their citizenship.

The agenda for the two days of the workshop included the following programme:

DAY 1
*  Welcome and introduction to the workshop;
* Eunite project and event overview;
* Speech of the EU representative, Public relation Officer/Responsible Europa
Experience Paris at the European Parliament in France;
*  Q&E;
*  Workshop Groups Activities;

*  Welcome and introduction;

*  Speech of the director of Internatural University and expert in EU policies;
* Q&E;

*  Workshop Groups Activities;



* Plenary session;
¢ Evaluation form;

The two days began with the presence of two speakers respectively. The first day a
representative of the EU and on the second day an expert in European policies. Both speakers,
from different perspectives, clarified some functions of the European institutions, and the
importance of participatory democracy and elections.

After their speech, the work of the workshop began, followed by trainers and which included
both group work, with a division of the participants into zoom rooms, and moments of
reflection and sharing in plenary. The aim of the first day was to lead the different nationality
groups on in choosing one of the following topic, climate change and sustainability,

Gender equality and LGBTQ rights and activism and e-democracy, and reflecting about the
selected topic. Through different activities, participants started focusing on key word and step
by step on identifying specific problem in the relation between the selected topic and
citizenship.

The second day of workshop, they continued on elaborating the reflection, and step by step
each group contextualized the issue in relation with their own experience of life. After that,
they elaborated solutions to translate in real recommendation for EU policy makers. At the
end of the second day, they shared these proposals in a plenary section with the other
nationalities. All proposals are collected in the final Infopack, published in the project
website.

EVENT 2: CESIE organized a further event in situ on 26 March 2024, focused on the same
themes regarding citizenship, rights and the tools of participatory democracy. The event was
hosted at the University of Palermo, Department of Art, Music and Entertainment, and was
open to the general audience. This allowed us to maintain the involvement of a target age
group of adults and elderly people, which took part to the workshop. The place that hosted
the event inspired its title Citizens Theatre Lab! Activism and Participation.

At the same time, we experimented a method comprehensive of the arts to convey the themes
of the event. During the first part of the workshop, participants had the opportunity to test
their knowledge on the functioning and structure of the European Union, data and various
information on topics related to the EUNITE project. After that, trainers showed to the
participants a good practice, Culturad, (https:/www.culturad.eu/) project funded by the
European Union. The project includes a platform developed with training modules such as:
art and culture pedagogy for civic engagement, participation in common values in the EU or
the use of culture and the arts for dialogue and inclusion.

This first part ended with a non-formal education activity aimed at facilitating debate, taking
a position on certain current issues, voting (in view of the next European elections) and how
to convey one's reflections in an artistic/creative way to the rest of the group.

In the second part the Youstar/ANTYGONE methodology was presented to the participants
(https://youstar.info/). After that, participants have been involved in activities led by the

director of Teatro alla Guilla, aimed on reflecting about EU policies and citizenship through
performative arts. Participant staged some parts of the Greek myth of Antigone with a choir


https://www.culturad.eu/
https://youstar.info/

and the two main characters: Creon and Antigone. Due to the presence of some people with
disability, all trainers adapted the activities to include them. All participants were actively
involved in the activities. During the activities and the final reflection and debate moment, it
was also interesting the different perspective among different the age generations of
participants.

Agenda

11.00 — 11.10 |Introduzione progetto EUNITE! EU Citizens Unite and Promote the European
Project

11.10 — 11.25 |Ice-breaker activity.

11.25 — 11.40 |Introduzione alla piattaforma CULTURAD.

11.40 — 12.30 |L’Unione Europea, le istituzioni e il suo funzionamento, la cittadinanza e le
elezioni — attivita interattive.

12.30 — 13.30 |JA.N.T.Y.G.O.N.E. — Cittadinanza europea e diritto di voto.

13.30 — 13.45 | Feedback e discussione.

13.45 — 14.00 | Valutazione finale attivita.

14.00 | Lunch.
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EU Citizens Unite and Promote the European Projec

Coordinator
CESIE

|taly
cesie.org

Out of The Box - OTB
Belgium
outofthebox-international.org

03 FORUM ZA Forum Za Slobodu Odgoja-FSO

SLOBODU Croatia
ODGOJA fso.hr

Pistes Solidaires
pistes seolidaires France
www.pistes-solidaires.fr

VIVES University of Applied Sciences

W University
VIVesS . Belgium

www.vives.be/en/vives-international

Regional Development Fund
Greece

pta.gov.gr

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however
those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European
Union or the European Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA).
Neither the European Union nor EACEA can be held responsible for them.
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