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Total number of participants: = 97 From total number of countries: | 1

Description

Provide a short description of the event, the agenda/summary of activities, working web links and its activities.

In France, Pistes Solidaires organised and ran 5 events aimed at involving a variety of audiences
(young people, adults and the elderly) and encouraging their active participation in the EU's
democratic process, particularly through their involvement in the European elections on 9 June.

The 5 events took place in the Pyrénées Atlantiques department in south-west France, in the towns
of Pau, Biarritz, Anglet and Ustaritz. They were organised as follows:

1. On Wednesday 24 April 2024, in Pau, the event was aimed at a young audience and was
organised in collaboration with the departmental service of the Ministry of Youth and Sport.
19 people took part.

2. On Tuesday 30 April 2024, in Biarritz, the event was aimed at a mainly senior audience and
was organised in partnership with a local association, KABIA, which is active in the field of
the social economy and wanted to address the issue of young people's involvement in EU
policies before the elections. The meeting was attended by 16 senior citizens, including a
representative of the City of Biarritz, who is also a member of the European Commission's
BELC network (Building Europe with Local Councilors).

3. On Tuesday 14 May 2024, in Anglet, the event was attended by 11 senior citizens and was
organised in collaboration with the social action centre of the City of Anglet. During the
event, an expert on European issues analysed the issues at stake in the forthcoming
European elections.

4, On Wednesday 15 May 2024, in Pau, the event was aimed at a young audience and was
organised in collaboration with the departmental service of the Ministry of Youth and Sport.
20 people took part.

5. Theeventon5)une2024 took place at Ustaritz town hall in the presence of the town's mayor
and three other representatives - from the towns of Ustaritz, Anglet and Bayonne. The
political decision-makers met local young people supported by the ‘Mission locale du Pays
basque’ and their (adult) advisers. ‘Missions locales’ work nationally to support young
people aged 16-25 in a number of areas, including active citizenship.

Atotal of 97 people (68 women, 29 men) took part in the "Let's participate - EU citizenship in practice"
events held in France.

As a popular education association, Pistes Solidaires used non-formal education facilitation
methods at the 5 events, enabling citizens to experience participatory learning and debate, based
on exchange between participants. Although the methods and activities were adapted to suit the
audience on each occasion, we kept to the same schedule for all 5 meetings.

We began with a presentation of the European Union, how it works and the impact of its policies on
people's daily lives. We realised that if we wanted to give people the chance to express their views
on recommendations to the EU, we would first have to provide an initial level of information on the
subject (notall participants would have the same level of knowledge).



This was donein a fun way with the young people and adults, and in a slightly more traditional way
with the elderly (powerpoint presentations, for example).

We then split into discussion sub-groups, inviting participants to share their ideas on what the
European institutions could (and should) do to encourage more people to get involved in the
European democratic process. We asked the sub-groups to feed back these ideas and
recommendations to the plenary, which gave rise to further reflection and comment.
Before concluding the session, we presented and explained to the audience the various forms of
civic engagement within the EU, such as participation in European elections, the European Citizens'
Initiative and youth volunteering. We also told them about the petitions that can be sent to the
European Parliament.

We concluded each meeting with a participatory debate (moving debate) on European citizenship
and civic engagement. A method drawn from popular education, the moving debate allows
participants to question themselves on the main subject of the debate and to listen to others.

At the end of the meeting, we asked the participants whether this type of event could motivate them
and encourage them to vote in the European elections. We had the greatest impact with young
people in particular, as they were generally less informed about the European elections than adults
and senior citizens.

For further information, please find below the agenda of the 5 events:

Welcome, introduction and presentation of the EUNITE project
15 minutes

(Ice-breaking activity with the young people)
15 minutes

Questions for a super European
Debriefing on European fundamentals/Questions from the audience
30 minutes

Break
15 minutes

Debate "How to encourage public participation in the 2024 European
elections".
30 minutes

Presentation of recommendations in plenary

Debriefing on mechanisms such as the European Citizens' Initiative, public
consultations, etc.

15 minutes

Moving debate "Me, a European citizen in 2024".
20 minutes

Conclusion
5 minutes
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