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Preparing workshops and interviews: 10/05, 13/05, 15/05/2023,
26/05/2023, 05/06/2023, 06/06/2023, 07/06/2023

Tour dates: 20/06, 21/06 (more information, see below in the
description).

https://www.vives.be/nl/onderzoek/sociale-innovatie/eunite

The overview of the work packages in which VIVES is involved, can
be found on this page. For this work package: the booklet of the
project and a small article in Dutch can be found.

The project was also supported by the city of Kortrijk and put on their
website of DURF2030. DURF2030 is a network organisation within
Kortrijk that supports local initiatives of citizens and organisations with
innovative ideas to foster the social cohesion within the city and
beyond. This is linked to Europe because Kortrijk has the aim to
become the Cultural Capital of Europe in 2030. In the coming years,
DURF2030 supports a lot of initiatives initiated by citizens. This is why
the cooperation with DURF2030 was very relevant for this work
package.

https://www.durf2030.eu/project/eunite-x-space
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From country 2: | /

From country 3: | /

Total number of participants: = 124 From total number of countries: | 1

Description

Provide a short description of the event and its activities.

COOPERATION WITH S.P.A.C.E.-program and DURF2030 (City of Kortrijk)

Within this work package, knowledge about Europe was shared among experts and citizens from
underrepresented groups. The two workshops were split up in several days. For these workshops we
worked together with a group of international students from the ‘Social Pedagogical Art & Creativity
Exploration’ - programme (S.P.A.C.E.).

These students are international students from different European countries (Spain, Germany, Czech
Republic, France, Belgium). They have different perspectives due to different backgrounds and
choose for diverse studies (social cultural work, social work, special needs education, the arts,
pedagogy, psychology, political sciences). These students know how to reach a diverse public from
underrepresented groups. They know how they can install and organise workshops with attention for
accessibility, understandability etc. and at the same time offer content and in-depth conversations
about European institutions and opportunities. Within the S.P.A.C.E.-program they get to know a lot of
participatory arts initiatives in Belgium that reach people from diverse backgrounds and vulnerable
situations. The EUNITE project aims to reach those people from underrepresented groups and
different age categories. This is why the cooperation with these students is set up.

DURF2030 (network organisation led by the local municipality of Kortrijk) offered a room to work for
these students in the middle of the city centre. They also offered the contacts of organisations within
their network to reach those underrepresented groups.

These students were guided by researchers and lecturers at the VIVES University of Applied
Sciences Helena Calleeuw (project leader EUNITE for VIVES, also teacher and researcher) and
Liselotte Oyen (guidance for the S.P.A.C.E.-program). Helena Calleeuw contacted the experts for
interviews, meetings with the students several times in a week, helping to contact the right
organisations, keeping contact with the international partners, writing a local article, building the
cooperation with the city of Kortrijk, helping with logistic things...

Due to this cooperation we were able to translate the workshops about European institutions in an
accessible way and we were able to reach people who would otherwise not be interested in this
theme. This is because we started from their own living world and afterwards talked about the
European opportunities and institutions.

APPROACH

First phase: conversations with experts and workshops with citizens to get to know the link
with Europe

In the first phase, conversations with experts and citizens about Europe and the opportunities of
Europe were held. Relevant topics about voting, the identity of Europe on local level, the importance
to reach underrepresented groups when talking about Europe, were discussed.

The conversations with experts were individual. The conversations were transcribed and relevant
topics were highlighted to take to the conversations and workshops with citizens. At the same time,
students did a literature study about European opportunities and institutions for citizens.

The conversations and workshops with citizens were guided by an artistic medium such as
crochet together. This is an activity with a low threshold and is an easy way to talk while doing this.
During these workshops the citizens worked at the end towards an artistic story related to a theme
linked to Europa. The question: “What does Europe mean to you?” - was a starting point to start the
conversations and workshops. Knowledge was shared about opportunities within Europe.

The knowledge of the experts about voting in Europe, opportunities of Europe for citizens and
knowledge about the needs of diverse citizens came together in this first part. For this phase, we



preferred an ‘outreach’-approach. This means that we went to organisations that work with people
from underrepresented groups. In this way, we were able to reach people within their safe
environment that we would not reach in another way.

At the end of this phase, the result was that we had 4 ‘shared’ artistic stories about what Europe
means for these people and what Europe can offer to these citizens. This related to four themes
chosen during these workshops: 1) Ongoing Europe, 2) In between Identities, 3) Connection and
4) Women in Europe. In between identities resulted in 3 monologues that were put together in a
movie based on stories of citizens. For the theme women in Europe two poems were created. For the
theme connection a map of Europe was made with several pieces of fabrics. For ongoing Europe the
face of Europe was created with puzzle pieces. People could share their hopes and frustrations about
Europe in this art piece. Each participatory artwork was combined with audio stories based on the
knowledge of the experts. These artworks and explanation can be found in the booklet - download via
https://www.vives.be/nl/onderzoek/sociale-innovatie/eunite

Dates of the preparing conversations and workshops:

10/05/2023: Interviews with experts.

13/05/2023: Event for youngsters. Interviews and conversations with youngsters about the role of
Europe were held during this event - 10 participants

15/05/2023: Interviews with citizens on the local market. Conversations about what Europe means for
them - 10 participants.

26/05/2023: CVO Miras - Center for adult education: workshop. - 7 participants.

05/06/2023: Workshops at house for the care of elderly people t' Hoge - 5 participants.

06/06/2023: Interviews with experts.

07/06/2023: De Stroate - workshop with youngsters and EU-opportunities- 35 participants.

Specific information about the participants - see attendance lists. Each attendance list indicates when
and where the workshops or interviews took place.

All the transcriptions of the interviews with experts and citizens in Dutch. Please send an email to
helena.calleeuw@vives.be.

Second phase: An artistic and interactive tour to talk about the EU-opportunities and
institutions

For the second phase of the project, those artistic shared stories received a place within the city of
Kortrijk: The poems in the library, monologues in a bar, an artistic map of Europe with a conservatory
and collected puzzle pieces within an organisation for youngsters. Afterwards all the participants of
the interviews and the workshops and other citizens were invited to walk through the artistic tour
together and to discuss and talk about these topics. Within these tours, information about Europe was
given by the students. They integrated the information of the literature study and the interviews with
the experts and citizens to tell and train people about EU opportunities and institutions. Because they
already had contact with citizens, experts and people from underrepresented groups, they were able
to reach a lot of participants.

Tour dates and hours:

20/06/2023: 10 am in Dutch and 2 pm in English
21/06/2023: 5 pm in Dutch and English
22/06/2023: Tour for students

Pictures from the two tour-days. Other pictures can be found within the files of the project EUNITE,
shared with all the partners. Specific information about the participants - see attendance lists.

This first phase and second phase of training and participatory workshops reached 124 people with
diverse backgrounds during the first and the second phase. Creativity was an important key to
connect people with diverse backgrounds and reach underrepresented groups and different age
categories.

Third phase: Evaluation and sustainability of the work package

We offered to fulfil the evaluation form, this was a big threshold for a lot of people. That is why we did
not oblige people to fulfil the form.

On the webpage of VIVES, an article in Dutch was made to describe the approach of this work
package and an aftermovie of this work package. The link to this article can be found on the webpage
of VIVES: https://www.vives.be/nl/onderzoek/sociale-innovatie/eunite
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One artwork ‘Connection’ is put in a building of VIVES University of Applied Sciences and used as a
starting point for conversations and discussions with students and international visitors.

Coordinator
CESIE

Qpcesic taly

cesie.org

Out of The Box - OTB

Belgium







