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Event 1. Europese Verkiezingen. Wat betekent dit voor jou?
Event 2: Politiek Café
Event 3: European Election within a residential home for elderly people
Event 4: ‘tisaanu

Workshops and seminars

in-situ

Belgium, Kortrijk

Event 1- 16/04/2024
Event 2 - 14/05/2024
Event 3 - 14/05/2024
Event 4 - 04/06/2024

All the other events were in cooperation with a concrete organisation or
course.

Belgium
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From country 2 [name]: | /

From country 3 [name]: | /

Total number of participants: = 114 From total number of countries: | 1

Description

Provide a short description of the event, the agenda/summary of activities, working web links and its activities.

In Belgium, several participatory methods were used, depending on the group, location, and focus of the
day. We opted for a broad approach to involve diverse citizens across generations, but also utilised a
specific approach in order to reach people that have less interest in institutional political participation or
are less mobile. Four events were organised in which we reached more than 100 citizens.

The first event aimed to engage a diverse audience, featuring seven politicians from various political
groups, along with representatives from the European Commission, the European Parliament, and the EU
youth ambassador. The event began with an introduction to EU institutions by the Head of the Liaison
Office of the European Parliament in Belgium and the Deputy Head of Representation at the European
Commission. It included two thematic interactive debates: one on human rights, social Europe, and
migration with three politicians of different parties. And another on agriculture, sustainability, and climate
three other politicians. Citizens could ask questions in advance via google docs or during the event. The
final session, was led by the European Youth Representative in Belgium, focused on voting rights for 16-
year-olds and was followed by an informal Q&A with politicians. Small group discussions were used to
enhance engagement. The broad promotional approach of this event aimed to reach a wide demographic,
while subsequent events targeted more specific, often overlooked groups.

Website: https://www.vives.be/nl/europese-verkiezingen-wat-betekent-dit-voor-jou

The second event was held at VIVES University of Applied Sciences within the course ‘Activering in de
Welvaartstaat’ or ‘Active Citizenship within the Welfare State’ for students of the second-year graduate
degree within social-cultural work and social work. Students could participate and choose thematic
sessions to discuss with politicians. The attending politicians were, from each political party, one or two
politicians were present. The discussions focused on the topics of housing (social housing), migration and
integration (related to the job market), work (activation, new social dilemma, end of career,
unemployment) and poverty. Student participation was facilitated by making the students formulate the
questions to these topics themselves. Furthermore, the small number of students per group encouraged
the students to go into direct interaction with the politicians.

The third event was situated within the Budakitchen in the heart of the residential care home Heilig Hart,
where a representative from the Team Europe Direct provided an interactive lecture about the European
elections. This was accessible for these elderly people because it was very close to their rooms. Also, he
had a very accessible way of communication and approach towards the elderly people. Most of them do
not use social media so the personnel within the organization were important key figures to motivate
people to join the event. The coordinator of the care center emphasized the importance of these kinds of
activities for the people who are interested because elderly people are often overlooked regarding this
topic.

The fourth event was held at the school Centre for Learning and Working (CLW), where students balance
work and studies, often dealing with challenging home situations. To engage these students, who typically
lack interest in politics, the game "It's up to You" was used. Developed by De Aanstokerij & De Ambrassade,
the game encourages youngsters to discuss politics playfully. They learn about European countries and
identify important themes like work, safety, youth funding, migration, media literacy, education, and


https://www.vives.be/nl/europese-verkiezingen-wat-betekent-dit-voor-jou
https://www.vives.be/nl/europese-verkiezingen-wat-betekent-dit-voor-jou
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housing by answering dilemmas. Each group then empathizes with a character's needs and interests,
choosing relevant themes. The game concludes with evaluating statements about the voting process.
Throughout, various recommendations, insights, and ideas emerged.

So, for this work package we really focused on different age categories and people that would not be
automatically engaged within politics which is the core of this EUNITE project. A participatory approach
was used to adapt to the needs of those citizens.

In the graphics below, the distribution of the participants related to age and gender can be found. The
oldest participant was 97 years old.
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