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Be Informed and Debate! (Media literacy, dialogues and debates)

Workshop

/in-situ /

1st event: 3rd Elementary School, Cakovec, Croatia
2nd event: Ljudevit Modec Elementary School, Krizevci, Croatia

3rd event: Marko Maruli¢ 4th Grammar School, Split, Croatia

October 10th 2023; October 12th 2023; October 18th and 19th 2023

https://fso.hr/preko-70-ucenika-i-nastavnika-sudjelovalo-u-
radionici-informiraj-se-i-raspravljaj-o-eu/

Croatia
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Total number of participants: = 79 From total number of countries: = 1

Description

Provide a short description of the event and its activities.
We have organized three interactive workshops.

The first workshop “Be Informed and Debate” in Croatia involved 12 adult participants, consisting of a
1-day session (1/2 training + 1/2 workshop with the involvement of a journalist) on the 10" of October
2023 in the city of Cakovec. The workshops were held by FFE experts Mario Bajkusa and Viaho
Kavain, and a colleague from Croatian Radio, journalist lvana Sugic.

The workshop started with a quiz about the EU which served as a reminder of key information,
institutions, and policies about the EU. After that, the workshop focused on explaining different
aspects of dis/mis/malinformation and fake news, providing their definitions, intentions, accuracy, and
the type of occurrence. The following part focused on combining the previous two by providing the
main aspects of EU policies on tackling disinformation. Here we described the main political acts,
organizations as well and recent research results about EU citizens’ perception of disinformation, as
well as recent research in Croatia. The following part of the workshop focused mainly on providing
examples of broader social consequences of disinformation in the EU. After this, we held an exercise
that included providing participants with media articles of which some were fake and some were not.
Participants had to read the articles and try to figure out if they were fake or not, if there was a
presence of mis/dis/malinformation, and what strategies did they use in order to make their judgment.
After every group finished their assignment, we had a discussion about good and bad practices when
recognizing fake news and disinformation. After this, journalist lvana Suci¢ held her part of the
workshop first by explaining what is her role as a journalist in recognizing and debunking
disinformation. Furthermore, our journalist held a structured debate workshop with participants which
helped them recognize the importance of disinformation in shaping our opinions which can be tested
in a debate, and the importance of debate in a democratic society. Finally, the workshop was
concluded by providing the participant with a list of trustworthy sites with information about the EU,
trustworthy media portals, and organizations that continue to fight against disinformation, as well as
with a short presentation about the right to access the information. Finally, participants filled out the
evaluation form. Participants rated very high the importance of the workshop for them personally
(4,94) as well as for their work (4,75) as well as methods used during the workshop (4,81).

The second workshop “Be informed and debate!” in Croatia involved 13 adult participants, consisting
of a 1-day session (1/2 + 1/2 workshop with the involvement of a journalist) on the 12" of October
2023 in the city of KriZzevci and followed the same structure as the previous workshop held in Cakovec
two days before. Participants rated very high the importance of the workshop for them personally
(4,73), professional approach of the trainers (4,82) as well as the seminar as a whole (4,45).

The third workshop was held in Split on the 18th and 19th of October. This was a two-day session (1
training + 1 workshop) that was held for students of several high schools in Split and surrounding
cities. (63 young + 1 adult). The first day was focused on EU institutions and media literacy basics and
recognition exercises, while the second day was focused on mis/disinformation, malinformation, fake
news, etc. At the beginning of the workshop, we asked students to write what are their expectations of
information - what a piece of information should be. When we collected their answers, we held a short
discussion. The article reading and disinformation recognition exercise was modified with a checklist
of aspects of the article they needed to check. Once finished, we held a discussion about their
findings. Part of the workshop was led mainly by journalist Dragan Nikoli¢. This workshop followed
mostly the same structure as the previous workshops but was modified and adjusted for younger
participants. During this workshop, our journalist Dragan Nikoli¢ held a presentation on his rich
experience as a journalist, explaining how new media technologies affect our perception and
reception of information. During this part, he discussed with students and encouraged students to
discuss important social and political events how they shaped their perception of reality, and how we
discussed about it. Finally, an activity was added in the end - a meme creation contest. Students had
to, using their phones, to acces the meme generator websites and to make a meme about ceratin part
of the education content (whether about mis/dis/malinformation, fake news etc.) according to certain
rules (the meme had to relate to the theme of the workshop and must not be offensive in any way).
After uploading their content, we held a short discussion about their approach, solidifying the lessons
learned, and voted for the best meme. Finally, the students filled out the evaluation form, rating highly
the approach (4,86), preparedness (4,81) and professionalism (4,86) of the trainers as well as training
as a whole (4,48).
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